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The three Pakistan 
postal agencies in 
the Gulf



Postal agencies – Dubai: 
unoverprinted Indian stamps

India first operated a postal 
agency in Dubai in 1909, which 
on partition came under the 
control of Pakistan for a short 
period. 

There was a period of some ten 
weeks, between 15 August and 
27 October 1947, when 
unoverprinted India stamps 
continued in use in what was by 
now a postal agency operated by 
Pakistan. These were replaced 
on 27 October 1947 by stamps, 
mainly low values, with the 
Nasik ‘PAKISTAN’ overprint. 



Reverse 
side Postal agencies – Dubai: 

overprinted Indian stamps

Unoverprinted Indian stamps 
continued to be used until late 
October 1947. These were replaced 
on 27 October by stamps, mainly 
low values, with the Nasik 
‘PAKISTAN’ overprint. These 
continued in use until 31 March 
1948. 

Over this period, mail from Dubai 
was cancelled either with 
Donaldson’s type 6 or with type 7. 
Type 7 is more frequently found, 
although both continued in use until 
after March 1948.

Donaldson 
type 6 cds



Postal agencies – Muscat: 
overprinted Indian stamps

India first operated a postal agency in 
Muscat in 1864, possibly earlier. On 
partition, this came under the control 
of Pakistan for a period of a few 
months. 

Unoverprinted Indian stamps 
continued to be used in Muscat until 
December 1947. These were replaced 
on 29 December 1947 by stamps, 
mainly low values, with the Nasik 
‘PAKISTAN’ overprint. These continued 
in use until 31 March 1948.

Pakistan-overprinted stamps and 
covers are substantially scarcer used 
from Muscat than from Dubai.



Reverse side

Postal agencies – Dubai: overprinted 
postal stationery

1½a postal stationery envelope 
overprinted PAKISTAN, used from 
Dubai to Bombay 16 January 1948. 1a 
overprinted stamp with similar 
postmark on the back.

Only two overprinted postal stationery 
items used from Dubai are known.



Muscat handstamp

On 20 December 1947, the 
postmaster of Muscat received 
instructions to handstamp the 
unoverprinted Indian stamps in 
his possession. Although the 
order in fact related to postal 
stationery, this was 
misunderstood.

These rare handstamps were 
used in Muscat and Guadur 
between 20 December 1947 and 
31 March 1948.



Postal agencies, Muscat: Muscat handstamp

On 20 December 1947, the postmaster of 
Muscat received instructions to handstamp the 
unoverprinted Indian stamps in his possession. 
Although the order in fact related to postal 
stationery, this was misunderstood.

These rare handstamps were used in Muscat 
and Guadur between 20 December 1947 and 
31 March 1948.



Postal agencies – Muscat
Fake postmarks!

Purportedly cancelled with Muscat 29 
December 1947 postmarks (the first day of 
use of these issues in Muscat). 

The postmarks are, however, believed to 
be fake (the second line of the ‘tail’ of the 
postmark meets the circle below the ‘T’ of 
‘MUSCAT’ whereas in the genuine 
postmark in touches the circle opposite 
the cross-bar of the ‘’T’).

Two such covers are described in D&I, 
both from the collection of Dr. Tariq 
Iftikhar. The other cover – as illustrated in 
D&I p407 – was offered in the Spink 
(March 2003) auction with an estimate of 
£600-£700 but remained unsold.



Postal agencies – Guadur: overprinted Indian 
stamps

Until 1958, the port of Guadur (located on the coast 
of Pakistan) was a dependency of Muscat.

Postmarks Guadur 
24 January 1949

These Nasik overprints used from 
Guadur might be considered “India 
overprinted for use in Pakistan 
used abroad in Muscat used 
abroad in Pakistan!”



Postal agencies – Guadur

1½a postal stationery envelope 
with Quetta machine overprint 
(D&I P.93), uprated with 4 x 3p 
values.

One of two known Quetta postal 
stationery items used in Guadur. 
This usage is consistent with the 
custom noted by Donaldson for 
mail from Guadur to be sent 
overland to Quetta by camel, 
following closure of civil airlines 
in 1939. 

Muscat arrival mark 20 
December 1948 on the back


