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This section 'Travelogue of Philately' carries compilation of stories on any aspect of philately with relevant 

information about its journey. In other words it provides a complete 'travelogue' of the topic or event. 

Current story is on unique postal history of Indo-Pak War 1971 and the Chachro town situated in the district 

Tharparkar of Sindh province. 

A Unique Postal History of Indo-Pak War 1971 

Chachro town situated in between 70’ & 72’ longitude and 24’ & 26’ latitude in the district Tharparkar of Sindh 

province forms a part of Pakistan since 14th August 1947. During the Indo-Pak war in the year 1971, a portion of 

Tharparkar including Chachro, was occupied by the Indian Army and the area remained under the control of Indian 

Army till 22nd December 1972. 

 

It really happened when India was attacked by Pakistan at about 5.45pm, on 3rd December 1971. Pakistan Air 

Force attacked a number of airfields in both the Western and Eastern Parts of India, including Amritsar, Pathankot, 

Srinagar, Awantipur, Jodhpur, Ambala and Agra. The same evening the Pakistani army attacked on Kashmir and 

Punjab. It also launched armored infantry operation to secure Ramgarh, Jaisalmer in Rajasthan. In Kashmir, the 

operations were concentrated on two key points, Punch and Chamb. 

 



The Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi was in Calcutta at that time she returned immediately to New Delhi. The 

President Shri V V Giri declared Emergency. At midnight Smt. Indira Gandhi in a broadcast to the nation declared 

that India was at war with Pakistan. 

 

Here, I am narrating the story of Chachro only. Chachro town was a very important communication centre of 

Pakistan. Its history is traceable from 644 A.D. Early on 4th December 1971, India launched its attack into East 

Pakistan and on 5th December 1971 into West Pakistan. Elite Commando troops of the Parachute regiment raided 

on Chachro on the night of December 5th. The Unit was based at Sarupkatala, south west of Barmer town. By the 

day light, the commandos neutralized all threats and cleared the enemy from Chachro. It was discovered that a 

major chunk of the Pakistani force had escaped earlier. However 17 prisoners and a huge number of small arms 

were captured. After that one group proceeded to raid the town of Virawah. By evening Virawah was taken over. 

Actually this was the biggest territorial conquest in terms of territory. 

 

On 16th December a ceasefire was enforced in the Eastern theatre when Pakistani Forces in East Pakistan 

surrendered to the Indian Army. On the same evening a ceasefire was also enforced in the Western theatre. 

 

Immediately after the ceasefire, India claimed the occupation of about 3600sq. kilometers of West Pakistan territory 

in the district of Tharparkar in the Province of Sindh. Soon thereafter, an Indian Sub Post office was opened at 

Chachro being EXPTL. P.O. No. J-519. My earliest example is dated 13th March 1972 which was posted by Mr. H. 

S. Bhati, the then S.P.M. of Chachro. 

 

 



 

Within a few months name Canceller was allotted to Chachro. My example is dated 10th July 1972, posted by Mr. 

Pyarelal the then S.P.M. of Chachro. 

 



 

The Postal Index Number (PIN) was introduced in India on & from 15th August 1972. Therefore a PIN was allotted 

to Chachro being No. 344503. My example is dated 26th September 1972. There also existed Army Post office 

(F.P.O. 1932) and A.P.O. was responsible for carrying mail in between India and Chachro. 

 

All letters from Chachro, which are in my collection, are addressed to Shri B. J. Kumar of Kanpur. Shri B. J. Kumar 

was an ardent philatelist. According to him, Chachro Sub Post Office was opened on 11th January 1972 and closed 

on 15th December 1972. 

Chachro was handed over to Pakistan on 22nd December 1972, following the Shimla Pact of 1972. 



Mail from Chachro of Pakistan which remained under control of Indian Army from 16th December 1971 to 22nd 

December, 1972 is a unique piece of Postal History. 

Happy Hunting ! 

JAI PHILATELY 

Contributed by Ashok Kumar Bayanwala, Ahmedabad 

 

 
 

This is from http://rainbowphilatelic.blogspot.in/2008/03/shri-b.html  

 

In the 1971 war with Pakistan, the big thrust in the Barmer area gave India effective control right upto Umarkot and 

Naya Chor, 45 Kms, inside Sind. At the time the war ended, Indian troops were occupying a position only 1.5 Kms from 

the town. Another thrust was launched some 150 Kms. To the south of Rann of Kutch area. The major gain here was the 

elimination of the bulge into Indian territory at the centre of which stood the sub-divisional town of Nagar Parkar. This 

India gained an area of 375 Sq. Kms. Now the Indian column edged northward to join with the forces launched from the 

Barmer border at Chachro, about midway between the two thrusts. Chachro town is 73 Kms. From Gadra Road, a town 

on the Barmer border from which the Naya Chor thrust was launched. Its peace time population was 10,000 of which 

only 4,000 remained behind. Chachro town was a very important Communication centre of the enemy. Its name was 

derived from the name of the father of the ruler of Sind, Raja Dahir. His father's name was CHACHRI. It was first called 

Chachri meaning town of CHACH. Its history is traceable from 644 A.D.  

 

To serve the area round about Chachro a Sub Post office was opened on the afternoon of 11-1-72 in the Office of the 

Head master of Govt. Primary School. Chachro as the original building of the Post Office was destroyed in the war by fire 

and it was now used as mess by 4 Madras regiment. In the beginning the letters etc. were cancelled with "EXPTL. P.O. J-

519" date stamp which was replaced with "Chachro P.O." date stamp on 28-6-72. Pin Code No. 344503 was also allotted 

to this P.O. when it was introduced in the other towns of India. Only four defacing seals were provided to this office; viz, 

Date stamp, Seal stamp, Name stamp and Due stamp. Registered letters were also accepted by this post office. On the 

average 250 to 300 letters were received daily at Chachro for delivery. There also existed Army Post Office (F.P.O. 1932) 

and A.P.O. was responsible for carrying Dak between India and Chachro. Chachro P.O. was not only delivering Dak in the 

village round about Chachro; viz; Bapardya. Dhokla, Khivsar, Rajora, Amad Katarah etc. Chachro P.O. was closed on 15th 

Dec. 1972 when the Indian Forces were withdrawn from occupied territory of Pakistan. It is the only civil Post office 

opened on the soil of any foreign territory since India attained freedom in 1947. 
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