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The printed overprints of Barisal (now in Bangladesh) on King George VI issues of India  
have always intrigued me.  Even Col. D.R. Martin in his seminal book on Pakistan Overprints 
(1959) wondered who had authorised it,  and concludes that it must have been the District 
Magistrate who controlled the press in Barisal.  Why are these overprints smaller in size than 
those printed at Chittagong or Dacca?  The standard size of Type I  is 12½ mm x  1½ mm in 
contrast to the provisional printed overprints of Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar, Chittagong or 
Dacca, which were mostly 13½ mm x 2 ¼ mm.  These overprints remained in use throughout 
Barisal and some outlying coastal areas between April and October 1948, although the 
earliest recorded date for Type I is 24 January 1948.  Did the District Magistrate of Barisal in 
early 1948 (most probably a British national of the Indian Civil Service) believe that the 
smaller prints would discourage forgeries?  Exactly the opposite happened.  There are more  
forgeries of these prints (mostly originating from Calcutta) than any other overprints of the 
same period.  
Often called the Venice of Bengal, Barisal at the time of Independence was the one district in 
Bengal  bounded on all sides by mighty rivers where the ubiquitous presence or influence of  
the Indian Railways was never seen.  A large district without railways!  Yet, the district has 
always taken pride in having a higher literacy rate and producing great personalities, such as,  
A.K. Fazlul Haque, a former Chief Minister of undivided Bengal and former Governor of 
erstwhile East Pakistan, Utpal Dutt and Mithun Chakravorty who made  outstanding 
contributions to the Indian Cinema, and the late Professor Dr. J. Guha-Thakurta of the 
Department of English, Dacca University, martyred in 1971, and my erstwhile teacher  
when I was a student of that department.    Barisal, once visited, is never forgotten.  I 
remember visiting it as member of a college cricket team and was astounded on seeing the  
lavish cricket ground of Brojmohun College, close to a large sweet-water pond with water-
lilies all around, where our hard-hit maximum shots would sometimes get lost. I still cherish  
the memory of the vegetarian feast given in our honour by the maternal aunt of the 
unforgettable  Hindi/Urdu singer of the sub-continent,  the late Kishore Kumar.  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Col. Martin described Type I as those with serif letters in black, and the numeral ‘1’ for the 
letter ‘I’.  Type II is without serif, in block letters, and even more smaller in size.  Because of  
the forged prints that flooded the market in the 1960’s, it is extremely difficult to find today a 
cover with genuine printed overprints mailed from Barisal, Jhalakati, or Bhola with a legible 
date or name of the post office.  These overprints thus remain as elusive and mystifying to us  
today as they did to the late Col. Martin in the 1950’s. 


