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Modern Pakistan Stationery Envelopes 
By Jafar (“Jeff”) H. Siddiqui and Wayne Menuz 

 

Good news AND bad news for those of us who have been trying 
to bring order to their collections of modern postal stationery of 
Pakistan!  The good news is that we now have some idea of 
what is going on while the bad news is that there is a lot of work 
ahead of us. 

As far as I can tell the latest run of printing dates on envelopes 
began in 1996.  Although there are a few instances of print runs 
being imprinted on envelopes before, such as the Roses Airmail 
envelope in 1981 and the Eid Greetings envelope in 1981, since 
1996 the imprinting seems to have become a regular feature of 
envelope printing.  The dating system had nothing to do with 
requirements of the Post Office.  Rather, it was a feature added 
by the printer in order to track production runs. 

 

The first of this series was the Rs. 2 Jasmine envelope.  The 
stamp, slogan at left, and the boxes and text at bottom front and 
on back are in a lilac red.  The tree design at left, as well as the 
box around the slogan, is in green.  The size is 156 x 115 mm.  
The paper of this and all other envelopes noted in this article is a 
thin, wove stock colored light blue of various hues.  For each 
issue, the overall item will be shown in reduced size, followed 

by the stamp design and the slogan and associated design at full 
size.  A translation of the slogan and a list of the dates found so 
far will complete each issue. 

 

The next one was a beautiful job depicting the highway built 
across Pakistan; which depicted a map of Pakistan as the postage 
motif as well as a faint map printed across the entire envelope.  
The stamp is multicolor on a yellow background, and the 
international freeway symbol is white on a green background.  
Around the symbol is a black border, and the slogan underneath 
is in black.  The postal code boxes at bottom center, and all text 
on the back (which are the same as the Jasmine envelope) are in 
lilac red. 

Plant Trees 
Protect Environment 

From Pollution 

Dates: 
none, 8.96, 9.96, 10.96, 
12.96, 1/97, 1/98, 3/98, 
7/98, 8/98, 9/98, 10/98, 
1/99, 2/99 

Threshold of 
Prosperity 

Dates: 
None, 4/99, 5/99, 6/99, 
11/99, 12/99 
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Next began a series of Rs.2 envelopes featuring the bust of 
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, the first governor general and 
considered the founding father of Pakistan.  While the envelopes 
of this series all have the same Jinnah postage imprint, there are 
six different boxed slogan imprints at upper left.  The back is the 
same as the previous issues. 

 

So far, all Jinnah envelopes (viewed 
from back) have a print-date imprint 
located on the back left flap on the 
portion of the flap that is under the 
overlapping bottom flap.  If the envelope 
is held to a strong light, the date printed 
in red lilac can be seen through the thin 
paper under the flap.  The date was 
printed as ‘month and year’ with the two 
being separated in the early days by a dot 
and later by a slash (12.96 or 1/98). 

On some, there is also a red lilac, five-pointed star at the left or 
the right of the date.  The date is in reddish brown  Shown here 
at full size is a portion of an envelope that has the side flap 

unglued and placed over the bottom flap to 
show the star and date..  In the listings 
below for the dates, the presence of the red 
lilac star will be indicated by an asterisk 
before or after the date, depending on the 
position on the actual envelope. 

 

The Jinnah issue was followed by a large series using the slogan 
#6 “Unity, Discipline, Faith” at left but with various additional 
slogans printed in red lilac at top center of the front.  Combine 
all this with print dates and we really have variety! 

 

 

   

Car Smoke is Cause of 
Cancer 3/2000 

 

   

Increase of Noise is 
Destruction of Nerves 3/2000 

 

   

Forests are Guarantee 
of National Safety 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Forest Protection is a 
National Duty 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Trees are Necessary for 
a Healthy Environment 3/2000* 

Small Household Small Family Small Household
 Treasure of  Prosperous Healthy and 
 Happiness Pakistan Strong 

Small Household Son is Blessing Faith 
 Easy Life Daughter is Mercy Unity 
   Discipline 

Dates (slogans 1 through 6 shown in previous column) 
1: *6/2000, *8/2000, *10/2000, *11/2001, *12/2000, 

1/2001* 
2: *1/2000, *5/2000, *6/2000, *9/2000, *10/2000, 

*12/2000, 12/2000*, *2/2001, *12/2001, *12/2002 
3: *12/2000, *6/2000, *8/2000, *10/2000, *2/2001, 

1/2001* 
4: *2/2000, *6/2000, *7/2000, *8/2000, *11/2000, 

11/2000*, *12/2000 
5: 1/2000*, 6/2000*, 7/2000*, 11/2000* 
6: 1/2000 (* on opposite side of flap), 1/2000, 

*2/2000, *4/200C, 4/2000*, *5/2000, 6/2000* 
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Cutting Trees; 
Destruction of Species 2/2000* 

 

   

Trees are a Nation's 
Investment; Save Them 

3/2000* 

 

   

Trees and Greenery are 
Earth's Jewelry 3/2000* 

 

   

Lots of Trees; Lots of 
Freshness 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

More Trees Robust 
Nation 

3/2000* 

 

   

Clean Rivers; Good 
Environment; Good 
Nutrition 

3/2000* 

 

   

Pollution: Enemy of 
Humanity 3/2000* 

 

   

Your Car Spews Death, 
Not Smoke 3/2000* 

 

   

Save the Nation from 
the Cancer of Pollution 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Plant Trees; This is 
Continuing Charity 

3/2000* 

 

   

Changing Environment 
is Cause of Destruction 2/2000* 

 

   

Population Reduction 
and Increase of Trees / 
is the Urgent Need of 
the Time 

3/2000* 

 

   

Have Mercy on Your 
Future Generations / 
Control Pollution 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Trees Purify the 
Environment Trees are  
a Way of Flood 
Protection 

3/2000* 

 

   

Save the Colors of Life / 
Do Not be Defeated by 
pollution 

3/2000* 

 

   

Save the Forests, Plant 
Trees / Make the Nation 
Beautiful 

3/2000* 

 

   

Cleanliness is Half the 
Faith / Keep Your 
Environment Clean 

3/2000* 

 
  

 

We are the Trustees of 
the Environment / 
Protecting This Trust is 
our Duty 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Careless Use of Natural 
Resources / Exploitation 
of Future Generations 

3/2000* 

 

   

Do Not go Against 
Nature / Protect the 
Environment 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Destruction of the 
Environment is / 
Synonymous to 
Collective Suicide 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Cigarette is Death / Do 
Not Put it to Your Lips 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Feel the Agony of Sea 
Life / Do Not Pollute 
Water 

3/2000* 

 

   

Plant Trees Around 
Streams / Control 
Waterlogging & Salinity 

2/2000*   
3/2000* 

 

   

Plant Evergreen Trees / 
Protect The 
Environment From 
Pollution 

3/2000* 

 

The next series has envelopes that are wider and narrower, with 
a size of about 222 x 100 mm.  These begin with a group 
depicting the logo of the Habib Bank on the postage imprint at 
the front right, an advertising imprint at left and another print 
over the whole back that either shows an advertisement or that 
depicts various historic and cultural landmarks of Pakistan.  The 
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stamp color is green (bank logo with text in the center, and the 
stamp’s border with colorless text) with an orange central 
rectangular background that also includes the denomination of 
Rs 4 in colorless relief.  The 
various ads and text at left, as 
well as the ads or illustrations 
on back are multicolor.  The 
address lines and postcode 
boxes, front and back, are 
black.   

 

The second and third of these envelopes have “A Tradition of 
Service” in colorless relief added on front above the bank’s crest 
at upper left.  These two differ only on the back by the last two 
Arabic characters at right.  (It should be mentioned that the Urdu 
language, like all those that use the Arabic alphabet, is written 
left to right.)  The fourth item has a different ad on front and 
back.  All four designs are on white paper, and have a blue 
overlay printed over most of the front to simulate blue paper. 

First Habib Envelope.  Back text: 
“To send immediate cash to your family 
overseas use Habib Bank Zurich branches” 

Left:  1st Habib:  Slogan at top: 
“Send Money immediately with very little expense.” 
Right:  2nd and 3rd Habib:  Slogan  in both languages: 
“A Tradition of Service. 

Top:  2nd Habib envelope.  
Back text: 
“Double amount in seven 
years” 
Center:  3rd Habib 
envelope.  Back text: 
“Double amount in eight 
years” 

Both texts are green, and 
begin with an asterisk 
(more correctly, a star).  At 
lower right is a black 
asterisked footnote:  
“Almost double” 

Bottom:  4th Habib 
envelope.  Back text: 
“Absolutely safe cash / No 
charge to issue or to cash” 4th Habib envelope. 

Ads on front. 

Jeff
Highlight

Jeff
Text Box
right to left
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The date codes printed on the side flaps (hidden under the 
bottom flap) are on either the right or left flaps, as seen from the 
back of the envelope.  In addition, the date either reads up or 
reads down (if a collector is looking at the back in the normal 
position.)  In the tables below, these date code orientations will 
be denoted as follows: 

LU: Left side, reading up 
LD: Left side, reading down 
RU: Right side, reading up 
RD: Right side, reading down. 

The dates can usually be seen by shining a bright light through 
the side flaps, although on those envelopes with a printed design 
they may not be readily apparent. 

 

The Habib Bank postage imprint was replaced by a series 
showing the Quaid-e-Azam Residency at Ziarat, and that again 
has a denomination of Rs. 4.  It is multicolor, with the word 
“PAKISTAN” and the denomination in red.  The first group 
using this stamp design has five different commercial ads on 

front at left, and five different on 
back, all for the “MCB” – the 
Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd.  
As before, white paper with a 
printed blue overlay is used.  The 
address lines, postcode boxes and 
the sender’s information on the 
back flap are all in black. 

 

 
The ads are wholly in English except as follows: 
2nd MCB back: “Time not wasted” and  “Money easily 

available.” 

4th MCB front:  “Cash should be like this!) 
5th MCB front (from top):  “Rupee Travelers Checks”, “No 

Worries Thieves cannot steal”, “Accepted Everywhere 
Received Easily”, “Accepted and popular everywhere”, and 
“Cash should be like this!” 

5th MCB back: (white text)  “Accepted and popular everywhere”  
(red text)  “Cash should be like this!” 

Date Codes for Habib Bank envelopes: 
1st: none,  
 RU: 12/2001, 4/2002, 6/2002 
 LU:  10/2001, 12/2001, 1/2002, 4/2002, 6/2002 
2nd  none 
 RU: 12/2001 
 LU: 10/2001 
3rd  none 
 RU: 4/2002, 6/2002 
 LU: 4/2002, 6/2002 
4th  none 
 RU: 12/2001, 4/2002 
 RD: 5/2002 
 LU: 10/2001, 12/2001 
 LD: 5/2002, 6/2002 

MCB series:  from top: backs of 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th  
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The previous envelopes with commercial bank ads on front and 
back were followed by the following issues with post office 
savings bank ads on the front and with illustrations of Pakistani 

scenes and landmarks on the back.  The Quaid’s Residency 
Ziarat stamp of 4 Rs. denomination continues as before.  The 
printing is multicolor, and the paper is white with a printed blue 
overlay. on the outside.  There are several different back types, 
but the fronts are all the same.  Three sizes were issued: 

Size A:  199 x 93 mm 
Size B:  222 x 95 mm 
Size C:  227 x 100 mm 

The front design is the same for all three envelope sizes.  
However, the overall dimensions of the stamp and the ad at left 
are progressively smaller.  

 

The Size C envelope shown above depicts “Northern Areas”, 
“Faisal Mosque”, Badshahi Mosque” and “Mazar-E Quaid”.  
This must have been popular as it has a large number of printing 
dates.  Also, there exists a noticeably thin (0.07 mm) paper 
instead of the normal 0.08 mm thickness.  In the date table, the 
thin paper is denoted “TP” following the date. 

 

The size A and the size B envelopes both have a similar back 
illustration that shows “Balahisar Fort/Peshawar”, “Supreme 
Court/Islamabad”, “Red Fort/Lahore” and “Makli 
Tomb/Thatta”.  However there are several varieties.  Later 
printings changed “Red Fort/Lahore:” to “Lahore Fort”.  The 
flag above the Fort, initially positioned almost in line with the 
flagpole and slightly to the left, was changed in the last printings 
to show it at a 45 degree angle to the right of the flagpole.  This 

Above and at left:  the five 
ads on the fronts of the 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th MCB 
issue. 

Date Codes for MCB 
1st  RU: 4/2002 
 LU: 4/2002 
 LD: 10/2001 
2nd RU: 4/2002 
 LU: 4/2002 
3rd RU: 12/2001, 4/2002 
 RD: 4/2002 
 LU: 10/2001, 12/2001, 

4/2002 
4th RD: 11/2001 
 LU: 11/2001 
5th RU: 3/2002, 5/2002 
 LU: 3/2002 
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position allows the viewer to see the design on the flag, now 
clearly the Pakistan national flag.  The three types: 

 

 

The last two envelopes to use the Quaid’s Residency Ziarat 
stamp design have anti-drug messages or advertisements for a 
food and medicine company. Until 2003, all dates were simply 
month and year (“3/2003”). Then the printers began to use a 
more detailed numbering system with a sequential number for 
each million produced because that is when they would replace 
the plates (all from the same master die). Thus, the numbers 
began to appear as, for example “4/03/1”, meaning “April 2003, 
first million”.  Likewise, “4/03/5” would denote the fifth plate 
and the fifth million printed. 

Strangely, the numbers would show up either on the left flap or 
the right and either upright or upside-down without any logical 
pattern. Investigation disclosed that the labels for the print 
numbers were transparent, out of a label maker and applied by 
hand at the edge of each envelope on the dies which were three 
wide by three down. Since it was purely a production issue, no 
attention was paid to the hand-applied numbers until collectors 
began panting at the sight of numbers. Now, all numbers are part 
of the design of each sheet of nine envelopes and all are oriented 
in the same direction so one shouldn’t expect any more 
orientation varieties. 

Date Codes for Post Office Savings Bank envelopes: 

Size C: 
 none 
 RU: 11/2001, 12/2001, 1/2002, 4/2002, 5/2002 
 RD: 11/2001, 2/2002, 3/2002 
 LU: 1/2002, 4/2002, 5/2002, 6/2002, 7/2002, 

8/2002, 11/2002 
 LD: 11/2001, 2/2002, 3/2002 TP 
Size A:  “Red Fort Lahore” and flag left 
 RU:  6/2002, 7/2002 
 LU:  6/2002, 7/2002 
Size A:  “Lahore Fort” and flag left 
 RU:  7/2002, 9/2002 
 LU:  7/2002, 9/2002 
 LD:  7/2002 
Size B:  “Lahore Fort” and flag left 
 RU:  10.2002 
 LU:  10/2002 
Size B:  “Lahore Fort” and flag right 
 None 
 RU:  11/2002, 12/2002 
 RD:  10/2002 
 LU:  10/2002, 11/2002, 12/2002 
 LD:  11/2002 

Front:  “Be aware of your own [loved ones]  Keep 
an eye on your environment.   Addiction steals your 
physical and your spiritual strength” 

Back:  in red:  “Children's future (is) the nation's 
bright tomorrow”.   [around poppy]:  “Say no to 
drugs”.  [Below poppy]:  Anti narcotics Force 
(Government of Pakistan)   

Front:  “Love Pakistan Build Pakistan  Dr. Mohammed
Saeed  (martyr)”  [note:  the word martyr in Urdu
denotes one who has devoted his life to his country,
rather than in the Western sense of one who has died
for a cause..] 
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The next series of envelopes with the domestic rate of Rs. 4 
consisted of four items, each with a Post Office Savings Bank 
advertisement on front at left, the design being the same as that 
used on the Size 
A, B & C series 
with illustrations 
on back.  
However, each 
envelope has a 
different stamp 
design depicting 
products and 
handicrafts of 
Pakistan: 

1st:  Dried Fruit 
2nd. A Vase 
3rd. A Necklace 
4th. A Patchwork Cushion 

The address lines and postcode 
boxes on front and back, and the 
website notices, are in black – all 
other printing is multicolor.  On the 
backs of the respective envelopes 
are illustrations matching the theme 
of the stamps, i.e., products of 
Pakistan.  As on previous issues, 
the paper is white wove but with a 
printed overlay in blue on the 
outside.  All four designs are size 
B, namely 222 x 95 mm, though 
there are variations of up to 2 mm 
based on folding.  Below are 
shown the four back illustrations. 

Date Codes for Anti Drug and Hamdard envelopes: 
Anti Drug: RD: 6/03/3 
 LD: 6/03/3 
Hamdard: RU: 6/03/3 
 LU: 6/03/3 

Back:  Upper right, in red:  “Products of Hamdard.
Ingredients of Health and Medicine”.  Bottom panel
from left to right:  red:  trademark for Hamdard.  Black:
“Hamdard Laboratories (Trust) Pakistan.
Internationally famous organization for preparing
unique medicines” 

Individual product panels, from left to right: 
NAUNEHAL.  Herbal Gripe Water.  From infant to

child 
Hamdard’s SHARBATE FAULAT (syrup of armor).

Help cleanse blood 
SUALIN INHALER.  Immediately opens clogged nose 
SAULIN.  Cure for cough and sore throat  
New CARMINA.  Digestion corrected and health

restored 
SAFI.   Blood clean/Face vigorous. 
ROOH AFZA.  Restorer of energy/Drink of the East. 

Date Codes for Products of Pakistan Series 

1st: RU: 7/03/4 
 LU: 4/03/1, 4/03/2, 4/03/4, 4/03/5, 5/03/3, 5/03/5, 

6/03/1, 6/03/2, 6/03/3, 6/03/5, 7/03/4, 7/03/5 
 LD: 1/2003, 2/2003, 3/2003 
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All postal stationery and stamps were produced by the Pakistan 
Security Printing Press until 2002.  Late in 2002 the contract 
was granted to Post Office Foundation Press (POFP).  We then 
see adhesive stamps noting POFP on their margin imprints 
while postal stationery has “POFP” just before the production 
number. 

The penultimate Rs. 4 envelope continued with the same Post 
Office Savings Bank ad at left.  It contains an octagon shaped 
stamp to commemorate the 12th 
SAARC (South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation) Summit.  
The reverse shows the flags of the 
seven Asian countries that are 
members of SAARC.  The envelope 
is size C (228 x 100 mm) and the 
paper is white with a printed blue 
overlay.  Instead of a date code, the 
left flap has SAARC reading up. 

The last domestic rate envelope commemorates the dedication 
of the year 2003 to Mahatma Fatima Jinnah.  She was the sister 
of Jinnah and is considered the right hand person to the founder 

of Pakistan.  She is depicted on the 
stamp as well as on the left front.  The 
envelope follows the format of the 
previous issues, being on white paper 
with a blue printed overlay.  It is a size 
B, 222 x 95 mm.  The back shows the 
Fatima Jinnah Medical College for 
Women, which she founded.  To the 
left of the illustration of the college, in 
black, are quotes from her writings, as follows: 

Devote your life to Islam and Pakistan 
Give unreserved service to humanity and devote all your 

energies to the solidarity and the strength of the nation 
and God will bless you. 

Women.  Educate and teach your children Islam at an 
early age.  In the arena of higher education help them 
become doctors and teachers who can then contribute 
in women’s hospitals, schools and colleges. 

(signed) Mother of the Nation, Madam Fatima Jinnah 

 

The final issue consists of two international rate, airmail 
envelopes.  The stamp depicts a portion of the Pakistani flag, 
and carries a denomination of 
Rs. 30.  The envelope has a 
purple and red airmail border, 
and the outside has a printed 
green overlay.  The back is 
blank.  The first printing had a 
symbolic airmail wing logo at 
upper left in purple.  The later 
printings replaced this with a 

Date Codes for Products of Pakistan Series (Cont.) 

2nd. RU: 7/03/4 
 RD: 1/2003, 3/2003 
 LU: 1/2003, 3/2003, 4/03/ 1, 4/03/2, 4/03/4, 4/03/5, 

5/03/3, 5/03/4, 5/03/5, 6/03/1, 6/03/2, 6/03/3, 
7/03/4, 7/03/5 

3rd. RU: 7/03/4 
 RD: 3/2003, 6/03/3 
 LU: 3/2002, 4/03/1, 4/03/2, 4/03/4, 5/03/1, 5/03/3, 

5/03/4, 5/03/5, 6/03/1, 6/03/2, 6/03/3, 7/03/4 
 LD: 1/2003, 2/2003, 3/2003, 4/03/2, 6/03/3 
4th RD: 1/2003, 2/2003, 2/200 (error missing 3) 
 LU: 3/2003, 4/03/1, 4/03/2, 4/03/4, 4/03/5, 5/03/1, 

5/03/3, 5/03/4, 5/03/5, 6/03/1, 6/03/2, 6/03/3, 
6/03/4, 7/03/5 

Date Codes for Fatima Jinnah issue 

Note:  All dates are preceded by “POFP”. 
RU:  8/03/1 (blue-purple slogan) 
RU:  8/03/4 (red-purple slogan) 
LU:  8/03/1,9/03/1, 9/03/2, 9/03/3, 09/03/5, 10/03/1, 

10/03/4, 12/03/4 

Jeff
Highlight

Jeff
Text Box
Mohtarma
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jet plan logo with no other changes.  At lower left on front is a 
portrait of Jinnah, noting his 125th birthday anniversary. 

 

After examining hundreds of envelopes, I have been able to 
develop some information and order about these modern 
envelopes.  It is possible that there are some slogans I have 
missed in which case I certainly hope others will be able to fill 
in those gaps of information.  The production numbers on the 
charts are only the ones I have in my possession.  I am sure there 
are more but we shall have to wait for others to provide that 
information. 

As far as the production numbers are concerned, it would be 
logical to expect a complete sequence for envelopes.  If one 
were to find the following numbers: 1/04/3 and 1/04/7, it would 
be logical to expect all from 1/04/1 to (at least) 1/04/7.  
However, it does not necessarily follow that all month 
sequences between say 1/04/3 and 7/04/3 must also be present 
because the month only indicates whether a certain envelope 
was printed on that month. 

If any collector has discovered additional dates, or has any other 
information to share, we would appreciate hearing from you.  
Please contact Jeff Siddiqui at jeffsiddiqui@msn.com.   

 

 

Airmail Envelopes Print Codes 
Wing logo: none 
 LU: 10/2001 
Jet logo: RU: 11/2002 
 RD: 8/2002, 11/2002 
 LU: 11/2002 




